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 It is a great opportunity to share with you the summer session of the Victory 

Community Foundation’s Collaborative Achievement and Scholastic Academy (CASA). 

This brochure will highlight the various programs and activities of the 5 week program. 

Twenty-two children, ages 5-11 enrolled in the summer session and the tutor-tutee 

ratio was 1 to 4. 

 An article appeared in the New York Times (September 10, 2018), titled, Does 

Teacher Diversity Matter in Student Learning? Their argument suggested that 

“students tend to be inspired by role models they can relate to and research has found 

that students tend to benefit from having teachers that look like them.” Therefore, we 

employed young college students from the community to serve as tutors and mentors 

for the elementary school age children enrolled in the session. 

 Ultimately, our intention is to offer STEAM and other curriculums to supplement 

the undertakings of our neighborhood schools and parents during the summer and the 

academic school year. We must climb the tree of success together, limb by limb. 

Sincerely, 

W. Edward Jenkins 

DMin, Fuller Theological Seminary 

Success 

A Message from the Executive Director 
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An Overview of C.A.S.A STEAM Summer Academy 

Summer 2019 

What is C.A.S.A? 

What is STEAM? 

Is there a need for supplemental 

summer learning? 

What was the impact of this 

program? 

Who were the tutors? 

And more…. 
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 The 2019 Summer Collaborative Achievement and Scholastic Academy 

(C.A.S.A.) was a five week program running Monday through Friday from June 17th 

to July 19th 2019.  It was located at Victory Baptist Church (VBC), where Dr. W. 

Edward Jenkins is the Pastor.  The program’s day-to-day operations were the 

responsibility of the Program Coordinator, Mrs. Angela Jones. Everyday, C.A.S.A 

tutors worked with kids to improve their reading and writing skills. Special 

emphasis was placed on Science, Technology, Art, Engineering, and Math (STEAM).  

A snack and lunch was served daily by J-Tech Kooking4Kids.  Every Wednesday, 

C.A.S.A kids received Karate instruction from 7th degree black belt and 

International Judge Vern Vaden.  Field trips were taken to the local Los Angeles 

farmer’s market, the La Habra Children’s Museum, and the Fullerton Arboretum.   

Summary of C.A.S.A 
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About Victory Community Foundation 

Mission Statement 

T he Victory Community Foundation (VCF) is a non-profit 

community based organization with a focus on revitalizing the 

area in which low income residents are housed. With special emphasis  

for homeless veterans. The 

VCF will work to enhance 

community conditions 

including landscaping, 

community safety and 

reduction of crime. The VCF 

will also serve as an advocate 

and information source for 

the community, regarding city 

and county public services. In addition, the VCF will aid the community 

with information and guidance on financial literacy, credit repair, and 

job referral services 
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Victory Community Foundation is an nonprofit organization operating  from the 

historic Victory Baptist Church, which has an extensive history of civic engagement 

and community service.  

For 20 years, VBC has sponsored weekly food giveaways and 

an annual Christmas dinner and toy drive. 

VBC has served as a center for civil rights by hosting the 

Southern Leadership Conference and being the first church 

in Los Angeles to invite Dr. Martin Luther King and Ralph 

Abernathy to speak to the community.  

VBC has served as a center for the arts, Mahalia Jackson, 

Nat King Cole, and Clara Ward were frequent guests. 

Additionally, the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gospel Music Workshop of America, 

Daryl Coley, Kenneth Glover, and others have visited VBC in 

recent years. 

VBC has served as a frequent stop for politicians through the 

years. Mayor Tom Bradley, Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, Lt. 

Governor Mervyn Dymally, Councilwomen Jan Perry, 

Councilmen Curren Price, and others have made VBC a routine 

visit. 

VBC continues to partner with Mexican American Opportunity 

Foundation and community child care centers. 

Historical Background 
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C.A.S.A Tutors  

Dayna Grundy 

Dayna Grundy was born and raised in Los Angeles , California. 

She attended the University of Southern California and 

graduated in 2017. She has a degree in Health Promotion and 

Disease Prevention with a minor in African American Studies. 

After graduating, she completed a post baccalaureate program at 

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science. Her research on 

reproductive disparities is to be published in October of 2019. Currently 

she is applying for medical school. She has aspirations to be a 

pediatrician, dermatologist, or family medicine physician. 

Kimberly Diaz 

Kimberly Diaz graduated City of Angels High School and completed the 

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program. She is 

attending Los Angeles Trade Technical College. She is an artist proficient 

in two dimensional art work, Microsoft office, and Adobe Photoshop. 

Additionally, she has work experience at Contemporary 

Services Corporation and La Pizza Loca.  



9 

 

Farah Khademi 

Farah Khademi graduated from Junipero Serra High 

School in 2017. She is currently attending Grand Canyon 

University in Phoenix, Arizona as a Pre-Medical major. 

She has worked with young children at Malloy Daycare. She has also 

volunteered with young kids at vacation bible school at Greater New 

Unity Baptist Church in Los Angeles, CA.  

Veronica Magana 

Veronica Magana graduated from Wallis Annenburg High School in 

June 2017.  She is currently going to Los Angeles Trade Tech College 

and plans to transfer to a four year university to earn a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Psychology. She has experience as a teacher aide during 

high school and at South Central Lamp Group where she assisted 

students in reading and math and made lesson 

plans every week.   
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Jahi Jenkins 

Jahi Jenkins graduated Troy High School in May 2017. During high 

school, he completed the Troy Tech Program, a nationally recognized 

STEM program.  He was also a varsity track and field captain and 

member of the drumline. He is currently attending the University of 

California, Riverside (UCR) with a major in Political Science. He has work experience as a 

political intern in the Democratic Party, a student lobbyist through UCR, and as a 

musician at Victory Baptist Church.  

Program Coordinator 

Angela Jones 

Angela Jones was born and raised in Los Angeles, CA. She attended and graduated 

from  Dillard University in New Orleans, LA, with a bachelor’s degree in Mass Com-

munications. Angela has held various positions within the Victory organization and 

she is currently the administrative assistant. She was also the Youth Director for the 

Los Angeles District Association of the WBSC for 4 ½ years.  
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What is STEAM? 

STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics.  The 

STEM acronym (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)  was created 

in 2001 by the U.S. National Science Foundation.  In recent years, art was added, in 

part, as an effort to encourage the inclusion of a more diverse group of 

participants. 

Why STEAM? 

As technological advances increase, there is an increasing demand for more 

workers of the labor force to be trained in STEM occupations such as Engineers, 

Software Developers, Scientists, Mathematicians, and others.  The U.S. 

Department Labor Statistics estimates that between 2014-2024, mathematical 

science occupations are projected to grow 28.2 percent, computer science 

occupations at 12.5 percent, and STEM-related management occupations at 10 

percent, compared to the 6 percent average growth for all occupations.  

Additionally, approximately 73 percent of STEM jobs require a bachelor’s degree.  

Consequently, it is very important to expose kids to STEAM topics very early in 

their educational journey so they can have the necessary tools to be successful in 

their pursuit of higher education and future employment.  CASA Summer Academy 

seeks to spark the interests of children to embrace STEAM subjects.  

Is There a Need for Summer Supplemental Learning? 

Summer learning loss has been well documented by researchers. Many have pro-

posed that kids lose up to a month of learning during the summer. C.A.S.A. will 

help alleviate summer learning loss and prepare kids for the upcoming school year. 



12 

 

Mystery Science 

 

Mystery Science is a  fun interactive curriculum  

that is aligned with Next Generation Science 

Standards and Common Core. It presents engaging 

science material through online video lessons,  

aminations, and worksheets for grades K-5.  

Students of C.A.S.A. investigated many scientific 

questions including: 

 Why do Trees grow so tall? 

 Are magic potions real? 

 Why are butterflies so colorful? 

 Where do plants grow best 

 And more…. 
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Technology 

Students of C.A.S.A were exposed to tech-

nology through computer lab activities. En-

trepreneur Paul Francis instructed the kids in 

how to make a website, create graphics, and 

display animations. They used Prodi-

gygame.com to play math games and battle 

each other in math competitions.  
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Art 
During CASA, students 

participated in art activities 

such as canvas painting,  

geometric art, and a tree 

branch project.  Art was a 

terrific way for them to 

express themselves creatively 
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Writing 
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Karate with Sensei Vern Vaden 

Every Wednesday, 7th Degree 

Black Belt, International Judge 

and Instructor Vern Vaden 

taught the program participants 

basic karate moves, exercises, 

and fun games. Sensei Vaden 

instilled discipline and hard 

work while making it an 

enjoyable experience for 

everyone.  
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Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator (Engineering) 
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Exploring at Fullerton Arboretum  
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Having Fun at La Habra’s Children Museum 
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“Education is the passport for the future, 

for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today” 

-Malcom X  
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https://www.bls.gov/

spotlight/2017/science-

technology-engineering-and-

mathematics-stem-occupations-

past-present-and-future/

home.htm 


